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BOQUTH VIETNAM

More Fighting

Mi.itary action incraeased from the vary low levels
of recont weeks in many parts of Bouth Vietnam on 7-8
June, with both sides vying for yreater control of
territory in anticipation of some "~ow cease-firxe" ar-
rangamant.

‘Most of the latest Communist-initicted action in
‘tha northern provinees has contered on Quang Ngai
Province and included more than a dozen shellings
and a ground attack. Thare is conflicting information
on enemy moves in Kontum Province, but they hit the
provincial capital with 50 shells and surrounded
a nearby viliage. Communist incidents in the ‘Prov-
inces surrounding Baigon more than doubled and in-
cluded 13 ground contacts and .4 shellings. In the
delta provinces, the Communi-~ts struck several tar—
ritorial force outposts, and at least one has been
abandonad..

Baigon's forces have also baen busy.. <Zlearing
opsrations ivw the northern half of the country pro-
voked numerous responses from the Communists, most
resulting in small-scale skirmishes. The govaernmant
operation to open Route 13 north of Baigon has ‘hoggad
downh as a rasult ci ptiff Communist resistance. BSouth
Vietnamese units conductaed some 23 “sacurity* orera-
tions in the delta with savezal raportadly acccunting

for heavy enemy lossesz.
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LAOB

Military Situation

Military activity remained at a gonerally low
level throughout the country this past wask. Most
of the skirmishes warse in the panhandle, whare there
wers ssveral smll scale Communist attacks. Far-
‘ther south, small units of both sides continusd to
vie for control of contestsd arsas nonth of Beno
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Communiet Negotiaitoros Keturn

Two sanior Lao Communist delegates that left
in mid-May for consultations in Bam Neua returned
to Vientiane on 8 June. They have not yet dis-
closed whether they came back with any new pro-
‘posala. During their abssnce, lsading Pathet Lao
negotiator Phouni Vongvichic took an unconpromising
stance during frsguant mestings with Prime Minister
Bouvanne and senior governmant nsgotiator Phang
‘Phongaavan. 25X1
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CAMBODIA

The Military Situation

Government forces made only slight ‘headway on 8
June in reopening a ssction of Route 4 west of Phnom
Panh betwaen Thnal Totung and Ang SBnuol. Although
isolated, Ang Bnuol apparently is not ‘being sariously
‘threatened by the Khmer Communipts. Another squadyxon
of armored parsonnel vehicles from Phnom Penh has
‘been assigned to the clearing operation. Bome Cam-
bodian treops remained pinned down by the Communists
in a augar factory a few miles south of Thnal ‘Totung
‘near the enemy-occupied village of Hompong Tram on
Route 26. Route 5 was resperad to traffic betwasn
Phnom Penh and Battambang on 8 June when a 150-truck
convoy traversed this section without incident. A
smaller convoy from Kompong Chhnang City reached
Phnom Penh unmolested on the same day.| 25X1
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